
THE Daughters of Uncle
Sam Who Preside

Over the Mansions of His
Official Representatives at
the Capitals of the Nations
of the World Are Fair to
Look Upon, and Their Wit
Has Become the Envy of
Those of Their Sex Wherever
They Have Gone.Just at
Present the Nation's Official
Women Are Largely of the
Younger Set.Among Them
Are Individuals Who Have
Won Fame in Art and Lit¬
erature.
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NOFFICIAL.L.T yet
none the less ac¬

tually ;n the serv¬
ice «>f the United
State? is a corps
of some hundreds
of clever American
women. These
women are the
wives and daugh¬
ters and sisters of
the members of
America's diplo¬

matic corps abroad W omen of beauty
and culture and w t they have been in
the beginning. and to these native advan¬
tages they have added the experence of
years spent at the courts of kings J'nd
in tra\el from embassy to embafsv and
legation to legation the world around.
Wherever they have g>ne the open, ses¬

ame of the go\ernment which they have
represented has given them access to the
best that the age ha-; to offer.
"Missionaries of American life" is the

term that has come to be applied to the
women of the diplomat c corps. l'n<iu*s-
tiona "lj the appellation is more fitting
to the women of the corps than to the
men. For the real measure of a given
civilization is the home life of its people,
and the women folk portray that Me
more vividly than do the men. So, while
the men of the diplomatic corps are seek¬
ing to establish cordial relations from
the political standpoint, the American
chatelaines of the legations and embas¬
sies are giving ohject lessons in American
life for all nations.

*
* *

Many of these women there are who
have made to inconsiderable sacrifice in
gi\ing up the r home ties and exiling
themselves from their native iand for
years and probably decades. In a v ay
they are recompensed for the sacrifice
by the plctttresqueness of the lives they
lead abroad, by the looks they get be¬
hind the scenes of exclusive courts of
foreign potentates, and by the winding
track of travel which is formed by their
transfer from post to post, and which
leads hither and thither wherever civil¬
ised people hold court. 1'pon the native
ability and Intelligence of the American
woman, supplemented by her adaptabil¬
ity. this process builds character. She
becomes cosmopolitan. Her charms mul¬
tiply. her horizon widens. She become s
the greatest of her kind
The lives of members of the diplomatic

corps are largely social. Particularly is
this true of its women folk. Yet occa¬
sions arise when dangers are to be faced
and where tiie facing of them is a mat-
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t»»r of life and death. In these emergen*
cie? also have the American women fig¬
ured and to their jrredfit A notable in i-
drnt of this btduiled during the
famous Boxer siegf of Peking, when ihe
whites o! the city. both American pfid
Buropean. wer* gat i.ered in the Ameri¬
can compound, threatened with death l>y
the fanatics wio w->re attempting to scale
the walls and exterminate ihem. Mis.
K. Conger^ wife or" toe American min-
istet to China, was the Heroine of the
occasion. She was t'le most popular <>f
all the foreigners with the masses? of the
. 'hint's.* themsi!.es. While exerting her
inflnen e t various . hannels to < aim tl, .

i alible of the city, she was none the les^
aetiv in 'heering the hearts <>f the staff
ladies, comfortlag their Ijiildrfn an i di¬
verting their minds from their danger.
While the rabble threatened outside ^'le
arranged all manner <>f entertainment
within tiie walls, and kept her charges
in good cheer ntil j'CHfe came.
Mrs. Conger's record at that mofi deli-
ate of posts for a woman was a remark¬
able Ore. She be anie <|3ose friends with
that mo.-t difficult "grand old woman,"
the empress dowager, who r .'.ed this na¬
tion, which boasts one-fojrth of the
globe's population, with a rod of iron. It
was thro.igh this frii nds^U with the
stern old woman that Mrs. Conger was
showered with gifts of the fat east and
was often permitted to peep into the
mysteries of t;.at famous Forbidden City
where the inner lives of the Chinese royal
families are lived.

*
* *

Condition- in China and the difference
in social i«"eas are probably more differ¬
ent fro'n those of America than in any
other country. yet ti:° difference in any
of the nations abroad is sufficient to

make the post of these American women

ver> difficult. At all these posts are the
selected, fittest women of other nations
and the competition is the strongest con¬
ceivable. The present corps of the "mis¬
sionaries of American life'* is regarded
;is being particularly able. Among it are
a number of women of letters and women
of reputations as artists and musical
composers. Tilery still remain some

gran le dames of the old school. There
aif many new members who are girls
barely out of school, yet of such striking
1>< a itv as to draw much attention to the
type of the woman of th«* west.
I'robablj the best known of the diplo¬

matic women who have essayed litera¬
ture is Mrs. I'ost \Vhe< ler, who, under
the name of Hallie Erminie Rives, has
v.-on world-wide fame as a writer of fic¬
tion. Mrs. Wheeler is the wife of the
tirst secretary of the American embassy
at St. Peersiury, and is a factor in the
diplomatic society of the Russian capital.
Mr. Wheebr. who is a poet of some repu¬
tation, and Miss Rives were married while
Mr. Wheeler was secretary of the Arneri-
i an embassy at Tokio
Among the recrnt talented additions to

the diplomatic corps abroad are two
American women, mother and daughter,
who have just taken their places as host¬
esses of the legation at Lisbon. These
women are the wife and daughter of
Henry Sherman Boutell, who, with the
newly appointed minister, are now nicely
installed in their picturesque embassy.
Miss Alice Route!!, who was a debutante
of Washington two seasons ago. belongs
lo th»* set of young people who. while
they dance and frolic, have time for more
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serious things. Miss Boutell has nude an
exhaustive study of art matters, and is
herself an artist of no little talent It is
expected !>y her friends that she will win
as great a name for herself in the art
wor'd abroad as her fellow compatriots,
"lie Barney sisters, have in the salons of
Pa r:s.
When Miss Margery Oolton of Washing¬

ton went to Porto Rico to play chatela'ne
for her bachelor brother, the governor of
Porto Rieo. Washington soiiety Ios»t on>'

of its favorite members. Mi. ~ Odton
has tak< n her place on the little island
in the middle of the ocean .is its first
lady and has not only won the hearts
of the more prominent people, but of all
the people. Miss <"olt'>n has often been
spok<*n of as tin.* most beautiful Ann ri-
can Kirl abroad. Hut, be that an it may,
she is a type which Americans mav well
be proud to have represent them.
Miss Marjorie Ide, daughter of the

American minister to Spain, is her fa¬
ther's hostess. The experience of pre¬
siding at a legation at the punctilious
court of Kint Alfonso is usually the lot
of an older woman, but Miss Ide has
proven herself well able to handle the
situation. She is the youngest hostess
in the American diplomatic corps in
Kurope Dnrinc last winter (Miss
Ide returned to Washington for a visit,
and was one of the younc ladies selected
by Mrs'. Taft to preside at the tea table
at the debutante reception given for Miss
Helen Taft. Although Miss Ide is some
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years o'der limn Miss Taft. they have
always been sreat friends and the former
marie the journey all th<* way back to
America that she might assist at the
launching of the White House debutante.
.Miss Marjorle Oolton was al»j an as¬
sistant on this occasion.

* *
When Air. Robert Bacon was appointed

the American ambassador to F.ance
Washington society lost two of its par¬
ticularly bright stars in the persons of
the wife and daughter of the new am¬

bassador. Mrs. Baron, who, to those out¬

side of what she considers her exclusive

circle, is thought austere, givs her
friends ail entirely different impression of
her personality. The little colony of Amer¬
icans living in I'aris wait anxiously to
see how the emhassx feels toward a new¬
ly arrived countryman before tkey opi-n
their homes and hearts to him. This does
not mean that Americans are not given
considerate treatment by Mrs. Hacon. for
she always is very punctilious to conform
to all th<" established rules and does her
duty as the wife of the American am¬
bassador faithfully, liui in her own ex¬

clusive luncheons and informal dinners
she can use her own will as to those in¬
vited. It is this very exclusiveness wijich
has been the < ause of tin adopting «>f
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jpavc^hte^ orartlbicak Minister to Spain
«

Mr?. P.H''on by tho inner circles of Paris
-f.jot. a society into which few of the
\i-d'ing Americans ever penetrate.

licr costumes in that land uf good 'as'c
; M<i cdegance are remarkable for their
splendor and appropriateness. S!.e has a

rar»' collection of jewels, the most im¬
portant of which is n et of opals an! dia¬
monds which have bo.-p collei ted for her

\ lapidists the world over.
Among the xo'ins; girls of Fran e Miss

I'aooii ias he..nn:e very popular. She is
not onl> very pretty and. ]ik¦ her mother,
alwaxs dresses in the best possible taste,
luit sh? does well everything she under-
t.i ke>-
ffhi n Wi'llam Woodvlile Rockhill went

to St Petersburg that post was given
a hestf-s wlio is pnb ibl> the most
traveled woman in the diplomatic ser\i.*e.
Tlie lomr road of her journey leads ba< K
to Philadelphia as a vartitvz |ndnt. tlie
Rockhills having o'ieinally come from
that city. In Russia Mrs. Rockhill
spends long days in trampinsr over the
forest and 1 ills and skatinir on the rivers.
She is very much interested in tlie work
of relieving the condition «>f Russia's
poor and aids as much a>> is consist nt
with !:<«r official position in tnis work.
Mrs. Rockhill is one of the most intimate
1 i« nds of Mrs. Taft. and these two
ladies have tm t many times in different
parts of the world. Since her husband
has been in the diplomatic service Mrs.
Rockhill has become famili.ir with ill
America and much of Kur >pe and the i"ar
cast. At Athens', at M'l 'arest and at

Peking, she has stood as mistress of toe
American legations.

.
>k *

Italy is the mf sit difficult Kuropean port
for ail American representative Before
the advent of John CJ. A. Welshman tae

American legation at Rome never at¬

tempted anything but official entertain¬
ment The legation had been located
in an apartment house. This was true

even during the regime of ihe family of

fleor-e von L. Meyer, liow Secretary of
the Navy, who was at one time stationed
at Rome, and who made some progress
in breaking down the barriers that had
previously existed. The l^ishmans have
taken a large castle with pretentious
grounds and have beconje important per-
tona«t's at this most difficult court. Mrs.
I.eishman is rather reserved, hut her
natural sense of the beauty of the old
customs of the court has taken her
through many a rather difficult place
which had baffled her predecessors.
Tlie position of our millionaire ambassa¬

dor at London, Mr. Whitelaw Reid, is
well known. He and his family have be¬
come thoroughly established in the in- st

< lusive -iOfiiti ill* !!. I; 't; 'i . «j i -

ft! Kvcn .luring lh< ». .sjn . * .. ;...¦ r> t
king. who al'ow «« jt u * . <t ! *

regard* mai'y \n u .1 ^ .

;t 111 »¦. tJ:«. \Vi.it. J;« w !!. d». .
'

1

or til* ins* the s.»t:-.- .. '

This regatd >. :.imh j .» t

;hat w hich \ :. "<!. <) .

resentativ<.«* of \ n . , , 1

Thema*¦ t"i;#u ,\I.!
John \\ a 11! 1 \> 11 -1 k . 1'i

event of int'-r i'i.i I . Mi~ !;¦
l;k< .\Jr!'..!..>:. i*. 1 . .t

grande dame. .to ' a .

Is m a' tf> hit ¦> 'h» mi . . \ 1 "

visiting A hum a: j < . \

in Knidarid
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l:i Denmark tt.'- naii 11 ¦ . ir'l .

is Maurice l'ranel M» .t 1 a

of \ i'rv exceptional u\> . 1 .' «.

and his 'am'ls t"ti s to 1 . i'i t >n- *

our diploma \ in I. . op« M 1 ^ *>

is a n usici'in o: ur* it 'al. 11', a ..

to some extent In iier hu-!.,.' * .

skill Tliojr daughte .Mi > 1

is f re<|Uentl.\ ho ti-.-s at 1111;- 1' . 1
lit era r\ readings .M"-- <\:rml K h «

made an exhaustive sludv ¦ >' t

of the varini.- l oimtrii s . >f > m

and is pa; ti< iil ii I. well \ .! »

folk lore «>t I ». I 'll.! 1 k. <1 I - a .1 1

noon tli*' mvtiiiial p\ m*. \> t' »

people In lieve did . \i: t « \ fl
flu ;r fon : t
Miss l*t ;¦ an. 'he si- « r of t' . .. nt

mln'st'T to Belgium. s bett» 1, <¦ 11 n

Kurope than she i^ in A.ne .. .1. «.

has t»een plating hos'e.-- fo: In ' t .r

«:t thi' vnvio is eoti: t o Kuropi -
.

was a ixir 1 in her teens. At Uslm . 1

Mr Rryan was niinist* r t . I'oriiiL >1: «

Hryan enJo> e<| tin* 'intimate f .!!.:-
Queen Am<"lie. <»rie of ti f most 11. 1
a> well as most an omnlisln-d in. > t'
women of Kuropi. Mi.-s I liy .: 11 al;d
iirother were stationed at I'oit .-' .! .:* 1-

time of the assassination o' th<" k 1: an i

it was to her Amtrican itiTids t at t. «

strieken queen turm <l for s< la *. in

private, while she reeeiwd t'u- ion.

dolenees of royalty in puhlle. M:-s I'r^.in
has prohahly the most valuable priv.-r »

collection of Ruti'itiH vases in the woil>'.
having traveled the length and hreadtlt
of the old wor'.d contin»'U - in 10H.1H1 x
them. Her long sojourn aItroad ha< kivi 1

Iter an oppoi-tunii\ for exhau-ti\e s'ud "

oi her hobby, and she lias bei ono .1 v>-rtr

great authority upon i'..
These are hut a f« .v of the b 11!!i nt a: d

talented and greatly ext erietn-e>l v onif 1

who are serving the nation 10 les.- than
are their husbands, and who ar< do n-;
much to furt'ier that reputation of tli®
American woman which has already !.. -

<. mie the envy of her sisters 111 all lands
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THREE THOUSAND SOUTHERN GIRLS ARE MEMBERS OF UNCLE SAM'S TOMATO CLUBS
«

fCbprrizht. 1911. by Frank < 'arpenter. >

" ' NOI-E SAM, patri¬
arch. 1.x beginning
to work for the
g.rls. You have
heard of the boys'
corn clubs which
hav«> l>een organ¬
ized throughout th>
fojth They havt
already mure than
1 mi l» 0i m c m b e rs

and t ey will num¬

ber more than 2'*'.-
000 before the year closes. That work
Is carried on under the dire tion of Sec¬
retary Wilson, and it is backed up l>\

the states. th<» governors of which are

offering prizes and givinsc diplomas.
A similar movement ha1- now bosun in

order to wake up the girls. li originated
last January, with the starting of a

girls tomato . lub in Aiken. S. The
Agricultural I>eiartment is backing it
and there are now more than .'!.«¦»*» girl-.
In different parts of the south, who ar«

earn raising a patch of tomatoes, under
directions sent them from Washington.
The agents of the department are travel¬
ing over tn»- country establishing tomato
clubs in three counties of ea'-h southern
.rate, and in time they will turn the
whole south into a market garden. Thi
is one of the most radh-al «>f the new
schemes «»f I'ncle Sam. patriarch. It
means the bringing of woman into our

grear industrial revolution, and the crea¬
tion of a rate of business women on the
farms of the south
The idea csune from the corn clubs. In

them eai ii boy was given one acre b\
his father. He v.as to plow and plant it
himself, and to have all the ;>r tit. I
have a'readv written of the mighty re¬

sults In certain cases the boys mad-
several hundred dollars off their t»

spectlve acres, and t lis year one of them
expects to net one thousand dollars from
1 flve-aere tract That money is to send
him through school.
Since the organization of the corn clubs

the girls of th« vicinities in which :he.<
were established, have been writing t!:e
Agricultural I »e|>;.rtnient whethei there
was not something for them t<> do. They
have been allowed to compete with the
:>oys in the c -rn clubs, and in :. number
f Instances, notwithstanding their se\,

they have produced corn above the aver,

ige of the clubs to which they belonged.
In a South Carolina corn club. f»>r ex¬

ample. there were two girls who e tt h
raised more than one hundred bushels of
.orn off one acre, doing all the culti¬
vation themselves. One of them raise 1
120 bushels on her acre. This was Miss
Manna Plowden of Oarond'n county. She
oelonged to a club of one hundred and
forty-two. of whom on* hundred and
forty were boys. There were only three
h'iys who raised more than siie did. and
the average of the club was sixty-two
nushels per acre.
In Aiken c >unty the boys' corn club

l-ad sixty members and their success was

the envy of their sisters. Tlie boys'
clubs were organized through the schools,
and t'le girls discussed this mutter with
their teachers. Thereupon one of them
Miss Marie S. Cromer, started the tomato
cjub movement. She hail the assistance
of the county superintendent und of the

w *^5 fjT

stat«- it of our Agricultural Depart-
on m
Mis> < "i »! ji-» devoted her evenings to

writing lett> rs to girl- in different parts
of the county r >1 he:- Saturdajs to s
curing tne:nbers As a result .< club of
forty-six little girls was organised and
a list «>f valuable prices secured for those
who did tl best work. Some of the
prizes wen mone? and others were
books <s < wa> a free >> lolarship to
tlii- Wmt'.. Normal and Industrial «'ol-
leg . or a . >!!. g< education for the g rl
\\ ho s« ri.: e«l it
This pri'/-' was won by a girl who plant¬

ed, :li vatcd and gathered a sufficient
crop 11f tomatoes from her one-tenth of
an acre t" till ."»12 tin e-pound c ins. She
not only raised the tomatoes, bur canned
them, a:nj in addition made a dozen other
products*, consisting ot pickles, relishes
and prtservts. Her tomato cans were
all sold at the rate of <l.i*( per dozen,
bringing in a gross amount of between
J.'iO and S'"o from her t> nth of an acre. \t
the Kiime rate an acre would have yielded
a crt'ss of froM $a« o to S'Hio, but from
this of cour:-« must be deducted "h< lab >r

she did on the place, and the coat of the

T\ I'H \I. iiMMio uini.v

. .in-. I» i.- enough to niakt- one's eye-
bulge

It is an old saying that ten acres are
enough for any one man to handle. These
plans of the Agricultural Department are
based on one-tenth of an acre. It does
not seem much. It is equal to a strip
forty-three feet front and loo feet deep.
It is not much more than a good sized
town lot, yet Uncle Sam thinks It is
quite enough to keep one litlc girl busy,
in addition to her school work, during
tiit time the tomato crop grows. The
parents are required to give the land and
do the tirst plowing, and it is also in¬
sisted that the giri receive the money
which comes from her crop. The girl
is expected to read all circulars and bul¬
letins sent her by the Department of
Agriculture. She is told how to plant and
raise her tomatoes and it is by such di¬
rections that 3,000 little girls are n"w
working. Remember that each has only
one-tenth of an acre. Well, here is what
I'r.cle Sam tells ! is daughter to do:
"Where possible have three loads of

well rotted barnyard manure put on the
plot. Then plow the land deep or about
two inches deeper than utuul. The plow¬

ing should be eight inches deep to Wring
up sufficient moisture tor the plants.
After this the soil should be thoroughly
pulverized, the clods being broken up very
tine. All this should be done before plant¬
ing time."
The next paragraph tells how to raise

the plants from the seed by taking a box
two feet wide and four feet long anil one
foot deep without bottom. Sink this in
s« sunny protected place anil fill it to the
depth of s;x nth.es w.th stable manure,
that of liorstor mules preferred. Tramp
tlrs down a little and on the top place
three inches of uood garden soil. This
will make a hotbed. The manure will
warm the soil.
Now plant the tomato seeds, putting

them in from one-quarter to halt" an inch
deep, ami as soon as they are an inch
high thin them out so that they stand an
inch and a half apart each way. This
will give you about 4'JO plants. You must
lie sur«- they are k»>pt moist and water
them if it does not rain. Cover the box
at ni>iht with a cotton cloth or thin
blanket, and If there is danger of colel
weather you may place some loose straw
over the top by laying a board or two

>

iisriiTafi itimoarsairu'/ un mi uh iimm i-.u

i»n the box, so that the straw will not
Injure the p!ant=. The ^traT must not
reina'n too ions and only w h»»n von have
cold snap. By so doing the plants will he
hardy and ea<-li plant will be strong.
When the plant." are about three inches

tall they can be pet out- Mark your land
in squares four f(,et each way, and at

tie corners of each square set out a to¬

mato by excavating a little with a hoe.
i let a pailful of rich dirt scraped up from
the barnyard and throw* a handful of this
in the hole for each plant. Now take
tip your plants, keeping with each as

much soil a.-» possible, and set them out

deep in the ground.
The directions say that three pounds

of fertilizer should be given to each hill,
and tlie girl is told ,j;: s t how much
nitrogen. potash and phosphoric acid this
should contain and how it should be

applied
There are also a number of suggestioii:-

as to the kinds of soil and seed: and
how the surface is to be kept free 0
weeds and to have a dust-mulch to smv<
i he moisture. There is something as tc
pruning tomatoes, and tying the plant*
to stakes; in short, full directions which
if followed out, will make each £ir!
a good gardener. The department sendf
out seeds for the girls belonging to such
¦ .lubs, but these must come through tin
j tate agent or organizer.
The prizes are awarded not only upon

the quantity of tomatoes raised, but tin
profits on the investment. Kach girT.--
work is graded under five heads. Firs:,
quantity of tomatoes produced; second
quality of tomatoes, and third, variety.
Kach of these counts 2>» per cent. The-,
there is ti e profit on the investment, an¬

other Jo per cent, and the history <>.

it port, which counts the same the whole
making up tlu> !<n: per cent- The prizes
go to the ^irls who stand highest
The obi *ct of the club is to give tin

niris soir.«» mea; s ot earning money an.
to help them 'urtiisii their homes with
canned and f»¦« v.. \egetaMes. It is t'
reduce the cost of living, to produce bri
ter living, as well as to make the hotm-
and farm more Interesting and helpf: !
to all members of the family.
The government and states are teaching

the gir!s not only how to make gardens,
but also bow to cook and how to ma!;.
money out of their work. In the reoi-
gan'zation of the Aiken flub its founder
Miss Cromer, spent a summer in Xe <

York visiting the domestic science school-
there. in order to teach the girls how
handle the crop. At her directions a can¬
ning outfit was shipped to the club, an !
the tomatoes grown by the girls were put
up under hi-r superintendence. On the
first earning da\ all tlie tomatoes brought
in were put up. There were 1 cans in
all. and even faster work than this was
done in the succeeding days. At the same
time instruct oris were given in the mak¬
ing of pickles, catsup, chow chow an 1
preserve-' from tomatoes.
These boys' and girls' clubs are making

a stir all over the south. The corn < lu:>s
have resulted in the organization of
many county fairs in places where fairs
have been unknown before. The boys
have brought their exhibits to the coun¬

ty seats, and the farmers have thereupon
organized fairs at which all sorts of live
stock and farm produce have been shown.
This has been the case in Aiken county,

where a fair company has been organiz¬
ed with a capital of and where
prizes are given for tomatoes anil toma¬
to products.
One of the most Interesting features of

the tomato clubs is its cftect upon the

socia! community. It brings the people
together and creates a fdlow interest in
each ether's work. A n<",v sort of gath¬
ering has been instituted, known as the
girls' canning party. At this the mem¬
bers of one or of tlie several clubs come

together, ami can their tomat >es, ending
their v.mKv with a party or picnic. Such
events are usually at the home of one of
the members. The boys of the corn
clubs are often invited, and they aid t he
g'lls by bringing in the wninl and water
and in keeping the tires. They also help
with the soldering.
In some nf the places the canning outfit

is carried from one cent' r tu another and
In other in-'tarc- s « a-h <!-. > has its own

their instruction in vegetable raising.
T .0 most of the work is beitiK done

in connection with the schools, and it is
found to be highly educational, teaching
the liltle ones much about soil and plants,
and at the same time inculcating practi¬
cal ideas of business, hygiene and general
home improvement.

I have 1 <^en especially interested in the
patriarchal nature of this movement.
1'ncle Sam writes to the girls as though
ho were a real uncle and th°y were r» al¬
ly his children. Here, for instance, is
an extract front a letter whi !i was sent
out last spring from tiie Department of
Agriculture at Washington to 'he girls'
canning noultr. , ]\..s it is a

of the objects of the fills' cl'ibs at: 1 f»

say that each will :... sent a |arka_:e of
tomato seed f» also mentions t!« farm¬
ers' bulletins wi.i.-n w II lielp her in her
work.
In connection with this work t' e d<»-

partrrent has on ! ind a nuntber of
cook books. I have one hefor» m>- which
came from there. Ii i< rotten up 1<> ti e

Industrial College. at Wint"i s
which gave a scholar.-hip to the gi:l who
raised .Ml! tans <»' tomatoes on li«-. one-

tenth-acre patch. The !>o »k is devoted to

recipes for tomatoes.-, catsup*- and cu¬
cumbers. anil it In gins wit' iris nuot.t-
tion from Raskin a- to t:-.e id# a I <. ok:

To be a srood c <>',» u; aus a U:: >v\

canning o:<t;it, whh h can I"* furnished
at as low a tryst as Slo I have b fore
nit* a report «»" one these tomato
parties. It occurred at V* hi'-'* fond,
£.?. t'.. fit the home or* cue of the
There were ten niinwers <»t th tomato
eiub present and a crowd of spectators
from the farms nearly. The canning
gan early. an«I was carried n u:.d the
Instructions of one of the t ohi- iiy
noon l'.K» car.s were filled and capped
ready for shipment. After this a dozen
watermelons were s»erv« d. ami a piciiic
dlnner was eaten under the trees.
The Department of Agriculture thinks

it best to confine this* work at first to
tomatoes alone, although a little later
on cucumbers and beans will be added
It is expe' ted also to i xtend the prises
to poultry. but the competition in poultry
raising will bo confined to the graduates
oi the tomato clubs, and wiil succeed

\ ( A V.MMi 1'AKTl.
peisonal appeal to every girl who is so
working. It begins:
"My Dear e'lub Members: You are now

entering upon one of the most important
lir.es of work open to the girls of Amer¬
ica That is. to render more attractive
oui rural homes. We want efficient and
* ontented girls and women in every home,
am' we ha\t» selected you to help demon¬
strate through your garden plot one way
of helping to make a i;ood hom«'. liver)
girl should be interested In this club
work and to help in this national demon¬
stration work. We cannot afford to
have a single member fail, and it is
important that every one should do her
best. Of course, you will be one of the
best. Write us often for help and In¬
formation about your garden work, and
do not fail to read carefully tlie inclosed
instructions."
The letter tlicn goes on to give tomo

of all fruits, herbs, balms and s

and of all that is healing and swet t n

fields and grove# and s«vor> in meats.
It means carefulness, inventio n ss.

watchfulness, willingness and readric.-s
of appliance. Ii means tie economy of
jour great-grandmothers and th . science
of modern chemists* It means much
tasting and 110 wasting. It means Kn-h-'ii
thoroughness. French art and Arabian
hospitality. It means, in fine, that you
are to he perfectly and always ladies*
iloaf givers! and are to see that every
one has something nice to < at."
The book then noes on to gl\e recipes

foi canning and to show how to cook
tomatoes in various ways*. It deals with
tomato salads, tomato pickles, tomato
<atsup and green and ripe tomato pre¬
serves £uch work cannot fail to im¬
prove the cooking of the south.

FRANK G. CARPENTER, .

c


